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                                    By The Rev Charles Kramer 
 

[It is]appropriate to celebrate Thanksgiving in an Episcopal Church because, as we all 

know, it was the Episcopalians who are are responsible for it. Now, I bet you’re thinking 

it was those Pilgrims, aren’t you?  Or maybe you heard rumors about Abraham Lincoln 

creating the official holiday by proclamation in 1863.  Well, there’s a little bit of truth to 

it.  But the REAL creator of this annual event called Thanksgiving is that great 

Episcopalian and Hyde Park [ N.Y. resident ]-- FDR.  That’s right.  Up till 1941, 

Thanksgiving kind of came and went depending on the whim of the sitting President -- it 

was a tradition that the President proclaimed the holiday, but not all [Presidents] did. 

 Fine, you might say, but it was Lincoln who proclaimed the national feast first.  That’s 

true -- October 3, 1863, not long after the Battle of Gettysburg.  Lincoln called for the 

Nation to observe a national day of thanks and dedication to caring for the widows and 

orphans.  But it was a one-shot deal. 

 Besides, he wasn’t the first president to call for a national day.  Another prominent 

Episcopalian did it first.  George Washington.  After the Revolution, he called for a day of 

thanks -- the First Thursday in November.  Again, it was a one-shot deal, and not many 

presidents followed suit.  But in 1789, the Episcopal Church called upon its members to 

observe a day of thanks on every first Thursday of November... In Abraham Lincoln’s 

proclmation in 1863, he asked the nation to not only give thanks but to care for the 

widowed or orphaned.  He called us to not only give thanks but to give.   

Churches and individuals all around our community have been doing that with their 

Thanksgiving baskets to help families eat better.  [We’ll] also have an opportunity to give 

to help others this season.  It’s a miracle that we are so blessed as to be able to help.  Give 

generously and give thanks.  
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Pastor’s Peace 
November 2008 
 
 
“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I d o not give to you as the world gives. Do not let yo ur 
hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid.” (John 14:27). 
 
Peace I leave with you…  
The future that the Christian community faced then is the same it has always continued to be from age to 
age:  unknown.   It is that very quality of the future – its unkown -ness – which allows us to be people of faith 
whenever we step through the door from the comfort of what is known and familiar to the discomfort of 
uncertainty.  The journey of faith is not an exerci se in playing it safe.  If it were, we would not be  a church 
of saints and martyrs. And we would not be follower s of a crucified man found guilty of insurrection. 

The peace we inherit from Christ is not safe.  It i s a call to enter an unknown future within 
circumstances beyond our control and without guaran tee of any kind that all will turn out the way we t hink 
it should.  The peace we are left with is a trouble some thing, a gift from a God who wants more for us  than 
we can even imagine to desire.  If the church is th e bread of the Body of Christ that feeds every gene ration 
then we must dare to receive the peace left for us.   
 
My peace I give to you…  
God has given us many things for which we have not asked and which we did not seek.  Many years can 
pass before we understand them as gifts rather than  insensible challenges or as the result of being 
forsaken.  Ultimately, God gifts are intended to sh ape us into still other gifts for still other peopl e, many of 
whom we may never know but are hungering to hear th e story of us.   

The peace Christ gives to each of us is a gift of l ove, even if it is as disturbing an experience as 
baby birds that are pushed from the nest by those w ho have nurtured them so that they can learn how to  
fly.  If nudges by the Spirit seem to put us into a n unexpected free fall then our job is to make a fl ap…and 
flap…and flap some more.   
 
I do not give to you as the world gives…  
When contemplating the experience of receiving the paper-thin, tasteless wafer at communion it can be 
easier for the faithful receiver to believe that th e wafer is the Body of Christ than it is to believe  that the 
wafer is bread .   

I’ve heard every argument imaginable about why wafe rs should be used instead of bread: bread is 
crumbly and messy, it’s hard to measure out into eq ual portions, and it’s hard to keep fresh while ten ding 
to dry out or get moldy.  Bread is uncontrollable a nd unpredictable – which is why I think it’s the pe rfect 
symbol for both the church and for God. 

God continually gives to humanity gifts that stimul ate our senses, fill us with awe, shake us to the 
core, throw us to the ground, lift us beyond our li mitations, stir us to new dreams and realizations; that’s 
what the symbol of the Body of Christ is meant to c onvey.    The bread we see and receive signifies th e 
bread that gives life to the world which is only in  God’s ability to give.  What the world gives is th e wafer. 

 
Do not let your hearts be troubled…  
The greatest challenge, change and transition the c hurch ever faced as a community was Christ’s 
departure from it.  Yet even in that terrible sunde ring of human relationship from the incarnate Divin e, 
Jesus attempts to soothe his friends.  If they love  him, he says, they will rejoice for him that he is  returning 
to the Father. 

When times are uncertain or dangerous, even people of deep faith experience anxiety or fear.  Faith, 
like courage, is not about being fear-less.  Rather , courage acknowledges the reality of being afraid but 
goes forward anyway.  It’s been my experience that people who spend their lives trying to avoid 
disappointment do very little risk taking and there fore come to the end of their life in the manner th ey least 
wanted -- very disappointedly. 

Fear, especially fear of disappointment, is no excu se for not entering the future our hearts long to 
know and God calls us to realize.  The only trouble to the advancing heart is when we allow fear to hal t our 
progress altogether.  Do not let your hearts be tro ubled. 
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And do not let them be afraid. 

Pushing through fear usually results in achievements and outcomes we never thought possible or 
probable.  Sometimes it can be a helpful reflection to write down a list of one’s fears about a given 
situation or choice and then arrange those into a hierarchy of fears from the greatest or ultimate 
fear on down to the lesser fears.  I asked a hospice patient to do this exercise once; from it she 
realized that she was more afraid of talking to her estranged daughter than of dying and more 
afraid of not talking to her daughter before dying than of talking to her.  After this realization, she 
phoned her daughter and told her as much. Her daughter then flew into town and never left her 
side. 

Time and again we are reminded that Christ is with us, among us and within us.  This is 
infinitely easier to remember and more readily believable in good times than in rough times. But 
the “incarnate” part of Christian belief is the membership of the body which is the church.  If 
you’re not sure where God is, call some folks on the parish list and invite them over for coffee.  If 
you’re not sure God is listening, write a letter to the Bishop or the Presiding Bishop.  If you’re not 
sure God even cares about you, go to Diocesan Convention or General Convention and ask about 
that at the microphone.  And if you’re not sure Christ is in the wafer, send me an email.  

The point is, you are not alone in the challenges of your life – whether as an individual or a 
community.  Don’t let anything or anyone convince you otherwise, and persistently insist on the 
attention and love Christ has gifted and calls for in the church as his body.  Then, be prepared and 
committed to providing that attention and love in return.  Our organizational structure may be 
hierarchical but our obligations to respect one other and care for one another is mutually and 
equally required within our Christian practice.  
 Finally, share everything with one another.  Share your talents, your skills, your fears, your 
hopes, your dreams, your cookie recipes, your stuff, your resources, your tears, your hugs, your 
hands and labor, your grumblings, your musings, your laughter, your love, your messes and your 
triumphs.  Most of all, share your peace. 
 You all have peace; Christ gave it to you. Find it, own it, break it into peace-es and share it 
with others joyfully.  It is the bread of life.   

It is you. 
 
Whoohoo! 
Peace, 
Pastor Rachel 

  
******************************************************************************************************************************* 
 
                               Peace in Jerusalem:  A Prayer to Live By, Part II 
                                                                   by 
                                                       The Rev. Rachel K. Taber-Hamilton 
 
This is the second in a three part series addressin g the nature of the many conflicts and concerns tha t 
inform modern day Jerusalem. In 2006, a Rabbi speak ing to our class at St. George’s College remarked, “If 
there is no peace in Jerusalem, there can be no pea ce in the world.” As I have only begun to scratch th e 
surface of the history and modern significance of J erusalem in the minds and hearts of many peoples, 
what does become clear is that the socio-political- multi-cultural phenomenon that is the Old City of 
Jerusalem is a complex system of interwoven investm ents and layers of relationship. Because there is n o 
easy answer to the resolution of peace there, Jerus alem is a living spiritual laboratory for the churc h and 
the world in which to discover how to live profound ly within the tensions of human differences. Only b y 
learning these skills first, can we engage with oth ers in ways that respect and even promote diversity , 
establishing the necessary foundation for meaningfu l and lasting peace. As we will discover, the Chris tian 
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community is in a unique position to help create br idges between peoples, but only if our actions and 
words are humble and our goals are accordingly mode st. 
 
The Church of the Holy Sepulcher: A Study in Christ ian Accord or Lack Thereof 

The Church of the Holy Sepulcher  is a Christian church within the walled Old City o f Jerusalem.  It 
is also often referred to as the Church of the Resurrection.   
The site is venerated by most Christians as Golgoth a (Calvary), the location traditionally believed to  be 
where Jesus was crucified.  The church is also said  by many to contain the place where Jesus was burie d 
(the sepulcher). What is definite is that the churc h has been an important pilgrimage destination sinc e at 
least the 4th century. Today it also serves as the headquarters of the Greek Orthodox Patriarch of 
Jerusalem.  However, control of the building is sha red between several Christian churches and secular 
entities in a complex accord, relatively unchanged for centuries, known as the Status Quo . 

Originally the site of a stone quarry, the area whe re the church now stands was venerated by the 
early Christian community in Jerusalem.  However, E mperor Hadrian had quarry filled in with dirt in 13 5AD, 
and on top of that he built a temple to Venus. When  Emperor Constantine I decreed that Christianity wa s 
the official religion of the state, he ordered in a bout 325/326 that the site be uncovered in 325/326 and 
instructed the Bishop of Jerusalem (Saint Macarius)  to build a church on the site when Constantine’s 
mother, Helena (on pilgrimage in the Holy Land), wa s told by local Christians of the association of th e site 
with Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection.  She is a lso credited with encouraging the excavation of the  site 
and the subsequent reported discovery of the True C ross. 

Little remains today of the first church built on t he site at the direction of Helena and Constantine.   
Throughout the conflicts and devastations of many c enturies of various religious and cultural wars, th e 
church itself has known many deaths and resurrectio ns.  Control of the site traded hands depending on 
which nation, religion or even Christian sect was m ost dominant at any given time.  However, after the  
renovation of 1555, control of the church oscillate d between the Franciscans and the Greek Orthodox.  
Imperial bribery and violent clashes were not uncom mon.  

Finally, in 1767, a royal mandate divided the churc h among various claimants. An additional 
mandate was decreed in 1852 that made the arrangeme nt permanent, establishing a status quo  of territorial 
division among the communities. 

As a result of the two mandates, custodianship of t he church today is physically divided between 
Eastern Orthodox, Armenian Apostolic, Roman Catholi c, and the Greek Orthodox Church retaining the 
largest portion. In the 19th century, the Coptic Or thodox, the Ethiopian Orthodox and the Syrian Ortho dox 
acquired lesser responsibilities, which include shr ines and other structures within and around the bui lding. 
Times and places of worship for each community are strictly regulated in common areas.  The needs of 
visiting non-Christian tourists and pilgrims are se condary to the needs of local customs and scheduled  
worship within each portion. 

Unfortunately, establishing the Status Quo  did not halt the violence associated with earlier eras. On 
a hot summer day in 2002, the Coptic monk who is st ationed on the church roof to express Coptic claims  
to the Ethiopian territory there moved his chair fr om its agreed spot into the shade. This was interpr eted as 
a hostile move by the Ethiopians, and eleven were h ospitalized after the resulting fisticuffs. 
In another incident in 2004 during Orthodox celebra tions of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross, a door t o the 
Franciscan chapel was left open. This was taken as a sign of disrespect by the Orthodox and a fistfigh t 
broke out. Some people were arrested, but no one wa s seriously injured. 

The most recent of these incidents occurred on Apri l 20, 2008 (Palm Sunday), when a Armenian and 
Greek clergy began pummeling one another with bough s of palm fronds over perceived territorial 
incursions.  Eventually a Greek monk was forcibly e jected from the building by Armenian priests. Polic e 
were called to the scene to bring order but were al so attacked by Christian followers of both orders.    

Under the status quo , no part of what is designated as common territory  may be so much as 
rearranged without consent from all communities. Th is often leads to the neglect of badly needed repai rs 
when the communities cannot come to an agreement am ong themselves about the final shape of a project. 
Just such a disagreement has delayed the renovation  of the chapel associated with the tomb of St. Jose ph, 
which is dark, dirty and almost wholly neglected.  

Additionally, on a window ledge over the church's e ntrance, someone of one of the sects placed a 
wooden ladder there sometime before 1852 (when the Status Quo  defined both the doors and the window 
ledges as common ground). The ladder remains there to this day, in almost exactly the same position. I t 
can be seen to occupy the ledge in century-old phot ographs and engravings. 

None of the communities controls the main entrance.  In 1192, Saladin (the Muslim Sultan of the 
time) assigned responsibility for the entrance to t wo neighboring Muslim families. The Joudeh family w as 
entrusted with the key, and the Nusseibeh (custodia ns of the church since the days of Caliph Omar in 6 37) 
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retained the position of keeping the door. This arr angement has persisted to today. Twice each day, a 
Joudeh family member brings the key to the door, wh ich is locked and unlocked by a Nusseibeh. 

Christian division is a historical and ongoing aspe ct of Christianity.  Christian expressions have 
never been in conformity with one another, and no a mount of ranting or idealism, creeds or rule will 
change this.  Christian peace is not a matter of un iformity and conformity.  It can only be achieved t hrough 
love of God and of neighbor, the two great commandm ents noted by Jesus as the root from which the Law 
and the prophets stem.  Therefore, those who do not  love their neighbor cannot in truth be called 
Christians and by their lack of faith displayed in alienating and hateful action are proved to hold Go d in no 
particular esteem.   

To convert to a faith of true love is no small thin g, and yet only by the experience of being loved is  
such conversion possible.  Therefore, love your nei ghbor and insist by the peace of God that such love  be 
returned to you as befits Christians living within a Divine covenant. Do not be as those who revile on e 
another within a false covenant raised as an idol f rom the arrogance of men who would pretend to God’s  
authority, thereby making pagans of us all.    
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An Update on Juan Carlos Paz  
 

As many of you remember, we helped one of the young  men who is the son of migrant farm workers to 
realize his dream of starting college last year.  I n a note from The Rev. Josie Beecher of La Iglesia 
Episcopal de la Resurreccion in Mt. Vernon she upda tes Juan Carlos Paz’s progress:  
 
“Juan Carlos is progressing well with the able suppo rt of his advisor Anita Ordonez.  He has been 
elected president of the Calling All Colors group t his coming semester.  The group, as you can 
probably tell, is composed of students from many di fferent cultures and countries and they come 
together for friendship and mutual support in their  college work and for service to the larger 
community.  Juan Carlos will be focusing this semes ter on his English communication skills, taking 
both grammar and communications classes to help him  with his language skills for public speaking.  
During the past year Juan Carlos has been working a s part of the leadership team of the joint Youth 
group with St. Paul’s Episcopal Church and Resurrec cion.  He also participated in a Diocesan Hispanic 
Ministry training for the VIA, a Spanish language p rogram on Anglican identity.  All in all he is 
developing into the leader that he dreams of being.   We are delighted to be able to support him in tha t 
dream.” 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Rev Beecher continues by asking for additional mone ys to be donated for Juan Carlos to continue his 
education and she talks of others in her congregati on, who are also farm worker children, who also 
have dreams of going on to college.  She asks that we consider continuing our support (along with 
many others in the Diocese).   
 
The vestry will consider this request.  Please give  your feedback to any of your vestry members. 
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Birth days  
   
November17:  Barbara Wihlborg 
November 30: Shirley Viall 
 

 
 

***************************************************** 
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Events  
 
 
November 2 nd:  

Reverend Rachel’s last Sunday; 
Baptism of Hailey and Jared 
Chapman; 
All Saint’s Sunday 
   

November 6 th :    
Vestry Meeting 3PM @ Wilma  
Patrick’s   

 
November 9 th :   

Canon to the Ordinary, The Rev  
Joan Anthony celebrates;  
Two Sunday Services, 

       9:00 am and 11:00  am 
       Sunday school at 11:00 

  
 
November 16 th  :   Two Sunday Services, 
       9:00 am and 11:00  am 
       Sunday school at 11:00 
 
 
November 23 rd :      Two Sunday Services, 
             9:00 am and 11:00  am 
             Sunday school at 11:00 
 
November 30 th :      Two Sunday Services,  
                       9:00 am and 11:00 am 
             Sunday School at 11:00   
               Food Ingathering for Help   
                            House   
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                                                                            Stewardship Notes  
 

Update on 2008 Outreach  
 

Gifts given as of October 2008  
 

Soroptomist/Digital Mammography    295.00 
Student Scholarship Fund (Diocese)    295.00 
Christian Children’s Fund     200.00 
Smile Train (cleft surgery)     250.00 
Bible and Prayer Book Society    100.00 
Soroptomist/Mammography       95.50 

                                   (We earned $904. 50 at the Beach Combers Bazaar 
                                     for a total gi ft of $1,000.00) 

Rev Jo Beecher/La Iglesia Episcopal de la Resurrecc ion         450.00  
Total                 1,685.50 

 
 

����������	
������������	
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������������	
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��� ��������	�����	������������������� �
On Island : 

Habitat for Humanity      500.00 
15 Thanksgiving Dinners—Help House   389.85 
15 Christmas Dinners—Help House                389.8 5 
Community Harvest Celebration                            300.00 

 
World Vision  

Clothes & Shoes Overseas     200.00 
(14 x match provides $2,800.00 of goods) 

Clothing, diapers, blankets & other necessities  50 0.00 
in U. S.  (14 x match = 7,000.00 in goods 

 
Episcopal Relief & Development  

Mobile Health Clinic (provides medicine, exams and  750.00 
immunizations for 50) 

 
Diocese of Olympia  

Hurricane Ike Relief      300.00  
 

Total                                  4,014.90 
 
 
 

Submitted by Wilma Patrick 
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                                                                      Traveling Stories 
by Virgina Wagner 

 
Ramallah- St Andrews Church and The Evangelical Episcopal School. Their faces were the faces of 
children everywhere: five year olds with curly hair, straight hair, blonde hair, or clipped short 
black hair. They smiled and looked frightened at the strange people waving at them; we were 
Americans who had come to visit their kindergarten class.  We smiled and tried to be reassuring, 
but few spoke to us, and all seemed shy in that first room. Sharon Beck from St A’s went right in to 
the next room of first graders and gave a high five to a young boy, drawing him into a conversation. 
In the fourth grade class they were studying English, writing in workbooks. Rachel and I went up to 
speak to the teacher and she told us about their needs.  In every place we asked what we could do.  
Everyone wants money, the answer to so many of their problems, but I wanted to know about 
something tangible we could send from members of the parish . When I mentioned English 
dictionaries, the young teacher looked surprised and then said that would be a great idea!  We 
agreed 35 would be a good number.  In another room, the first graders entertained us with dancing 
and an Arabic version of, “If you’re happy and you know it clap your hands.”  They giggled and 
wiggled and jumped just like every first grade class you’ve ever seen, except they all wear uniforms, 
colored T-shirts to show the different grades.  The 8th graders had written essays about the 
struggles of their grand-parents in the war between Israel and Palestine.  They were heart 
wrenching stories about separation and loss and death. These were Palestinian children, and they 
only know they can not travel to Jerusalem even if they have a grandmother living there. Outside 
during recess, four eighth grade boys posed for photos, grinning and looking like pre-teens 
everywhere, but they, too, wore uniforms, black pants and white colored shirts.   
 
The principal was open about their struggles to maintain the school. They always need money. 
Muslim and Christian children study together and only separate for religion classes, and only 30% 
are Christian. They have room to board as many as 97 children who need an education, orphans or 
children from refugee camps, but they are not allowed to bring in children from outside any more. 
Today they only have 10 living at the school. They know of needy children in Jordan and elsewhere, 
but they are banned from entering the Palestinian area.   
 
We were in Ramallah where they never see tour buses because it is supposed to be dangerous there. 
Ramallah was once the headquarters of Yasser Arafat, the Nobel Peace Prize laureate, icon and 
long-time face of the Palestinian cause. Now few tourists come to visit their city.  People waved at us 
as we went by in the bus, smiling at the surprise of a tour bus in the middle of their busy streets.  
We were in the heart of Palestine. In the midst of the national tension, the message we were given 
by children and adults, both Muslim and Christian was: “Tell the world, we want peace.”  They 
live in peace, going about their work and studies every day.  They worship at their chosen places, 
they celebrate their special days, and they raise their families just as they have always done.  They 
all know their leaders must see the need for peace before anything can change in their lives.  They 
know it will be an exceptional leader who will lead them into a peaceful coexistence with those of 
other faiths.  Perhaps that leader will come from the school we visited. Perhaps he or she will be 
one of those sweet faces we saw when we visited Ramallah and the Evangelical Episcopal School. 
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                                                    Wellness Includes Your Computer 

This article was prompted by something I read recen tly in the UC Berkeley Wellness Letter. It was 
a reminder of something that we have all heard and most of the time heeded. It has to so with the 
amount of misinformation that circles around on the  Internet and in email. There are people out 
there who have way too much time on their hands. 
We have all gotten the breathless email, "Forward t his to everyone you know. You may save a 
life." There follows some dire consequence of some routine occurrence. These hoax may be 
someone's idea of fun but they can be very destruct ive and may be malicious in intent. An 
example would be "ordinary use of Canola oil is dan gerous to consumers," but no it is not. "The 
CA-125 blood test  is a reliable method of detectin g breast cancer in its early stages", but 
unfortunately no, there is no reliable blood test f or breast cancer.  
 
The FDA, Food and Drug Administration, CDC, Centers  for Disease Control and Prevention, or 
major medical schools, universities or even drug co mpanies do not notify the public in this way. 
Johns Hopkins has had to assign a spokesperson to a nswer queries about cancer, plastic bottles 
and/or plastic wrap and micowave ovens. Neither has  been proven and it doesn't. cause cancer.  
 
The Bible tells us when dealing with our fellow hum ans to be wise or crafty as serpents,  Matt. 
10:16. Pay attention and verify what you hear or re ad in any media. Do not click on any links in 
the email or websites that you are unsure of.  Use a search engine, such as Google, to explore 
and get to the real website of the reported source of the warning, especially those connected to a 
major university. Web sites to help verify rumors, hoaxes and just plain nasty misinformation 
include snopes.com , urbanlegends.about.com  and factcheck.org  . The Internet can be a good 
source of information; however, it can also be a so urce of misinformation and may be a source of 
too much information. 
--  
Shalom, 
Deacon Dennis Taylor, RN, Parish Nurse  
deacon2rn@comcast.net�
********************************************************************************************* 
TIDBITS: 
Welcome :  We want to welcome Barbara Forbes and Peggy Tyso n to our community. 
 
A Special Blessing : We are blessed to have Hailey and Jared Chapman b aptised on Nov 2.  As a 
community we pledge to assist them to know God and to belong to his Church in the fullest way possible . 
 
Flower Arranging  
Anyone interested in learning to set up the altar o r arrange flowers for the Altar Guild, we would be 
grateful.  Call Sandy 679-2023 or Virginia 240-2543 . 
 
 
NO Parking —Please do not park on the street on the  church side of Regatta Drive.  Parking directly in 
front of the church blocks the view of cars pullling out of the church parking lot onto Regatta Drive.  This 
makes for a dangerous situation.  Please do not park in Handicap Spaces unless you have proper 
certification. 
Both congregations are being asked to observe these courtesies.  
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St. Stephen Episcopal Church 

Worship Address: 555 SE Regatta Drive 
Mail Address:  P. O. Box 2754, 

Oak Harbor, WA  98277 
Phone: 360-279-0715 

Web address:  www.ststephenepiscopal.com  
 

WE WELCOME YOU!!  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ST STEPHEN 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

P.O. Box 2754 
Oak Harbor, WA 98277  

 

 

We gather as a community around Christ as our focus  
 in faith and worship, and we will always strive to  

welcome all people as Christ has taught us. 


