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This is the First edition of  
Notes On Grace, the 
newsletter for St Stephen 
Episcopal Church in Oak 
Harbor.  The newsletter 
will be posted online, but it  
will  also be printed for 
those who need a  copy to 
read.  The purpose of a 
newsletter is to provide 
specialized information for 
our congregation, giving 
the reader information on 
events, worship, meeting 
dates, and new members 
of the church.  Our 
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St Stephen in Oak Harbor’s 
Annual Meeting will be held 
on Feb 17 following the 
11AM service.  Our 
meeting will be an 
appetiser pot luck held at 
Barry Dunn’s home-763 
Banta Road.  We will 
have lunch from 12:30 to 
1:30 and then begin the 
meeting which will last until 
3PM.  All members of the 
congregation are 
encouraged to attend and 
participate in this annual 
event.  Special activities 
will be provided for children 
during the meeting.  

newsletter will contain 
information about educa-
tional activities and helpful 
hints for those who wish to 
do more study at home. 
We will also feature a 
monthly reflection from 
our rector on news of the 
day or thoughts about the 
church and its activities. 
We will publish an intro-
duction to new members 
and on occasion a special 
article about an old 
member. Enjoy our 
newest way to communi-

cate with you.  **If you find 
you are a budding 
newspaper person, write 
an article and submit it to 
Virginia Wagner for 
publication in our next 
edition!  

Directions to 
Barry’s Home:  

Take Hwy 20 approx 7 miles 
north of Oak Harbor.  Turn 
left onto Banta Road.  (Banta 
Road is also as the road to 
the North Gate to NAS 
Whidbey).  As you are going 
north, Banta is the road just 
before the Soundview  
Shopper.   Barry's address is 

763 Banta Road.  Her 
driveway is on your left--
the last long driveway 
before the base gate.    
 

 

Agenda :The parish 
meeting will include a 
reflection on where we 
have come in the past 
year, our first in All 
Saint’s Chapel.  The 
agenda also includes 
setting next year’s goals 
and creating new ways 
of insuring those goals 
are met. A budget and 
outreach report will be 
given as part of the 
business meeting. 
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In Ezekiel 6 and 9 the “faithful 
remnant" referred to in the Old 
Testament designated the 
community of the people of 
God who remained after 
certain catastrophic events.  
They were to be the ones who 
carried God's promises and His 
covenant forward to the new 
generations which would come 
after them.  
 
In the struggles within the 
Anglican Communion today, 
church communities on both 
sides of property disputes 
causing fractures within 
congregations are each 
applying the term “faithful 
remnant” to their respective 
communities post divide.  The 
answer to the question, 
“Faithful to what?” reveals the 
self understanding of each 
community.  Within 
Anglicanism as a faith tradition 
there is a renewed 
international struggle in our 
time for naming and claiming 
Anglican heritage and identity.  
Additionally, I believe there is 
an even deeper struggle 
informing this one related to 
the mechanisms indicative of a 
global level of culture change 
and human self understanding.  
The broadest consideration of 
cultural history suggests that 
the magmatic conflict burning 
on today’s social surface in the 
form of international and 
ecumenical church divisions 
flows from the human desire 
for the right to name and claim 
Christian identity (its core 
beliefs and practices).  The 
battle for religious identity 
overall is familiar, because it 
has been long lived, spanning 
all the generations and 
religions in the heritage of 
Abraham. 
When Ezekiel was prophe-
sying, the greater population 
 

of Hebrews had already been 
taken into captivity into Babylon, 
though some remained in 
Jerusalem.  Ultimately within 
Jewish history, the faithful 
remnant would include those who 
had been taken into northern 
captivity who continued Jewish 
worship and practice within new 
and culturally adapted forms of 
expression. 
 
The concept of diversity within 
God's faithful remnant carried 
into the New Testament era.   
Since the Hebrews of the period 
had descended from the faithful 
remnant which returned to Israel 
after the exile, they believed that 
they were part of God's faithful 
remnant by birth. However, Paul 
challenges this belief in his letter 
to the Romans addressed to both 
the Jewish and Gentile believers 
within the Christian community.   
 
To the Jews, Paul makes the 
point that they should not feel 
secure in their salvation or their 
place in the remnant on the basis 
of their heritage.  He also 
reminds them that God's promise 
for salvation (inclusion in the 
remnant) had been extended 
beyond the Jews to the Gentiles, 
people with no historical basis to 
make claims of Jewish religious 
identity at all.  For Paul, no one 
and no community could claim to 
be Christian through any human 
heritage or practice. Rather, the 
Spirit of adoption was extended 
by grace from a God so free of 
restriction that even the Law was 
no longer necessary.   
Our National Church and the 
Episcopal Diocese of Olympia 
refer to our community as a 
faithful remnant. This identity 
calls for nothing less than our 
best qualities as people and a 
faith community. In a particular 
way, we are called to be the 
experience of God’s radical 

The Pastor’s Peace                           The Episcopal Church Fait hful Remnant Community 
                                                            by The Rev. Rachel K. Taber-Hamilton 

 grace.  From the generosity of 
spiritual adoption, God claims 
us all and no other claim made 
by anyone anywhere is of any 
greater validity.   
 
If we are unable to claim one 
another, I believe that is a 
human limitation and not God’s.  
I also believe that oppression 
and injustice takes many forms 
and that liberation of the human 
spirit requires the ongoing 
transformation of human 
thought, beliefs, and practices 
based on the discovery of new 
insights at every level of human 
experience through time.   
 
We are promised that God 
makes all things new, and that 
promise can cause as much 
despair for some as the idea of 
things never changing can 
cause for others.  But we are 
people born to honor the 
principles and dream of freedom 
as Christians, Americans and 
inheritors of undeserved and 
unconditional grace.  This is our 
authentic culture and heritage in 
the Episcopal Church of the 
United States.  I believe it is a 
gift that we bring to the world 
stage.   We must continue to 
bear it shamelessly as an 
invitation to new life and as a 
burden on which we will 
continue to be crucified for 
some time.  This is, after all, a 
spiritual journey. 
 
Ultimately, no matter what 
happens, Divine Love teaches 
us that we are God’s own, 
forever.  And so we will faithfully 
remain.  Amen and Peace. 
 
 
����������������������������� ���



 

 

���
���	�����
���
� � ���� � �
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Sunday School uses 
the national church 
curriculum ����������
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A  special Lenten 
Study Class, “ Journey 

to Jerusalem,” will 
begin on Feb 13 at 5PM 

in the Chapel.  The 
class will be followed 
by Compline at 6PM. 

�������	� 
�� �
%��&'''�����
����������
��
(����
����������
�)*'�
��
�����������	����
�����
������
���������
��������	����+������
������������������
�������
&'),��������
���
���
	����	������ ���
���������
������		��������
��
!����������$�����������
������-!$��.������
	�����
������
��/0�
�
����������������������
&''1���
��2���	�����
�
��	
������������
����
�
�
��!$����%��&''3�����
�
��/,�
��������������
��
�
��	
�����
������ ��
�
��!$�������������
���������������
����+��

�
���������� � �
�4��	����������
�
�+������	���
��!$������
���������������	������
�������������������������
��
5���������������������
��� ��������	
������
��
!$�����4����������������
��
��
���
��	
���������
���������������
������
��
6�������������
���	
�
��
��������
��
��6����	��
����
�������������
����
�������������
����������
7���	��������������	������
����
����
�	��������
������������������
��
�������� 0
�
���	��7 �
�

 



 

 

���
�����
�����
�����
�� �	�	�	�	 �����
�����
�����
�����
 ���� ���
� � ���� �
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Altar Guild  is a 
wonderful way to share 
your gifts with the church.  
The Altar Guild sets up 
the altar for communion, 
washes and irons linens 
and makes sure the 
vestments and com-
munion linens are the 
correct color for the 
church year.  They also 
provide flower arrange-
ments for the altar.  The 
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Can you knit or crochet a 
rectangle that ends up 
being about 57-58" long 
and 36” wide?  Do you 
have any extra yarn 
hiding in the closet you 
need to use for 
something very 
important?  The Shawl 
Ministry was started by 
two women������� �
�	
���
 ������
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��

The training to be a 
Eucharistic Visitor is to 
provide those who take 
communion to the 
homebound with the skills 
necessary to satisfactorily 
carry out their mission. 
Licensing for this ministry 
is arranged through the 
local congregation. 
Training will concentrate 
on theological and 
liturgical concerns 
associated with the 
ministry, including 
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guild is always looking for 
people who are interested 
in flower arranging, doing 
laundry or maintaining the 
linens. If you have a wish 
to do a one hour job for 
the church each week, 
contact Sandy Taylor for 
information. If you are 
interested in donating for 
flowers, there is a sign up 
sheet on the bulletin 
board. 
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You can create a group  
or you can work on your 
own.  You can take the 
shawl or laprobe to a shut 
in or a hospital patient or a 
new mother who needs 
warmth as she nurses her 
baby.  There is no limit to 
the uses of these gifts.  If 
you are interested in 
learning to knit, contact 

Sandy Taylor or Virginia 
Wagner to have a lesson 
so you can begin your 
project for the church and 
our outreach to the 
community.  For more 
information and 
instructions, see our 
website under Study 
Pages.  

reflection on suffering, 
loneliness and isolation. 
The second lesson will 
consider interpersonal and 
pastoral concerns, such 
as the nature of the 
pastoral relationship, the 
importance of boundaries, 
and the responsibilities 
associated with this 
ministry. Training can be 
taken through the 
Diocesan School of 
Ministry and Theology or 
contact Bob Taylor for 

information about local 
training. Another resource 
available at the Diocese is 
training for the Ministry of 
Healing and Worship 
Leader.  

 

 If you want to be a 
Chalice Bearer , Acolyte  
or Reader, please contact 
Bob Taylor at 679 2023 to 
make arrangements for 
training. 
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Notes from the Senior 
Warden 
 
St. Stephen Episcopal Church 
has completed one year in our 
current digs.  In January 2007 
we began meeting in All Saints 
Chapel.  In 2006, meeting in 
homes, our average 
attendance on a Sunday was 
sixteen worshippers.  During 
2007 our attendance more 
than doubled to 34.  What a 
great year!  I would like to 
thank God and all of you for 
helping make all this happen. 
 
Bob Taylor 
Senior Warden 
 

Notes from the Junior Warden  
 
In the past year we have added an 
official sign which we put out every 
Sunday.  To help people more 
easily locate the Chapel, Bob 
Taylor added a sign to the entrance 
of the Chapel.  Bob and Sandy 
Taylor found the wrought iron rods 
for our wall hangings, and those 
were mounted.  Repairs were made 
to the front pews to prevent 
accidents and general maintance of 
the room was conducted.  Many 
thanks for Bob Taylor’s assistance 
in all  maintance projects at the 
church.  We have completed a full 
year of worship in the chapel; we 
are warm and we are faithful.  
Thanks Be To God!   
 
Jim Wagner 
Junior Warden  

 
 

  

Birthdays and Anniversaries  

 
 
1 Feb-Helen Bates 
2 Feb-Sherry Buckner 
8 Feb-Bob Taylor 
14 Feb-Jim Wagner & Sherry Archer 
16 Feb-Rick Chapman 
19 Feb-TK& Louise-anniversary 
20 Feb-Barry Dunn & Joyce Webber 
22 Feb-Kira Grimes ( First Birthday) 
 
 
 
 

 

6 Feb-Ash Wednesday Service -4PM 
 
11 Feb Lenten Lunches at Jean 
Fitzgeralds. (Monday at noon) 
 
13 Feb-Begin Wednesday Lenten 
Study and Compline-5PM 
 
17 Feb-Parish Meeting @Barry Dunn’s 
house following 11AM Service 
20Feb-Compline 5PM 
 
22-23 Feb-Anit-Racism Training-Oak 
Harbor Lutheran(7-9PM Fri) & (9AM-
4PM Sat) Lunch will be served on 
Saturday  
 
27 Feb-Compline 5PM 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ST STEPHEN 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

P.O. Box 2754 
Oak Harbor, WA 98277  

 

ST STEPHEN CONGREGATION 
 

 

Sun Mon Tues Weds Thurs Fri Sat 
     1 2 
3 4 5 6-Ash 

Wednesday 
4PM 
Service 

7 8 9 

10-First 
Sunday 
in Lent 

11 12 13-
Compline 
5PM 

14-
Lunch 
with the 
Vicar 

15 16 

17-2nd 
Sunday 
in Lent 

18 19 20- 
Compline 
5PM 

21 22 23 

24-3rd 
Sunday 
in Lent 

25 26 27- 
Compline 
5PM 

28 29  
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P.O. Box 2754  
Oak Harbor, WA 98277  

PHONE: 
(360) 679 2023 

 
E-MAIL: 

chaplain@whidbey.com  
 

We’re on the Web! 
See us at: 

www.ststephenepiscopal.
com  

 
 Emergency Clergy Contact:  

Call 
 Rev Rachel Taber-Hamilton  

   (360)632 0489 
 
 


