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As promised early on, I 
am now taking over 
from Virginia Wagner as 
the “editor” of our 
monthly newsletter 
“Notes on Grace”.  

I would like to have your 
input for this newsletter.  
If you have an item that 
you wish to have 
publicized (i.e., 
Community Concerts) 
please contact me by 
the last week of the 
month.  My goal after 
this month will be to 
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We are planning a fun 
celebration for our last 
day of Sunday school 
until September.     
 
The children will take 
part in the 11:00am 
service—including 
reading, singing, 
sermon and the 
Eucharist. 
 
Following the service, 
we will host a “Sundae” 
Sunday Celebration. We 
will serve  Sundaes  and 
we will be asking all of 
you to sign  up to bring 

publish this  newsletter 
during the last week of 
the month and have it 
available at church on 
the last Sunday of each 
month.   

Your feedback and 
constructive criticism 
will be greatly 
appreciated.  If you h ave 
items or articles for the 
newsletter please send 
them to me at: 
taylorrl40@msn.com  or 
call me at 679-2023.      
R/ Sandy Taylor 

the toppings  (syrups, 
fruit, marshmallows, etc) . 
 
Watch for the posters and 
sign up sheets—and 
thanks in advance.    
 

 

   
 And… 
Sundae Sunday 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CELEBRATION  
JUNE 8, 2008 
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Loving Our Mother 

May 2008 

A quick glance this month at the storefront of any card shop or florist reminds us that May means 
the celebration of Mothers Day. The fact that Mother’s Day falls on Pentecost this month (May 11) 
could lend itself to some especially creative greeting card opportunities. 

May also holds the Episcopal Feast Day of Dame Julian of Norwich (May 8).  Julian’s particular 
visions of Christ resonate with the secular theme of Mother’s Day very aptly.  Born c. 1342, when Julian 
was thirty years old, she became gravely ill and was expected to die.  However, on the seventh day, 
the crisis passed, and she had a series of visions, or "showings," in which she was led to contemplate 
the Passion of Christ.  She then became an anchoress, a solitary living in a small hut near to the 
church in Norwich, where she devoted the rest of her life to prayer and contemplation of the meaning of 
her visions. Reflecting on her visions, Julian developed a unique and profound maternal theology of 
Christ.   

There is a long tradition in Judeo-Christian theology of referring to God as mother.  There is the 
case of the motherly image attributed to God by Isaiah when he wrote, “Like a son comforted by his 
mother, will I comfort you (Is 66:13) and that attributed to Jesus of himself when he says, “O Jerusalem!  
Jerusalem!  How often have I longed to gather your children as a hen gathers her brood under her 
wings”? (Matt 23:37).  There is the allusion to the feminine to “the Father’s loving breasts” by Clement 
of Alexandria and to the Spirit as feminine in the time of St. Irenaeus.  In the 11th century, Anselm of 
Canterbury wrote, “Jesus, as a mother you gather your people to you; you are gentle with us as a 
mother with her children…in sickness you nurse us and with pure milk you feed us…in your love and 
tenderness remake us.”  And in the 12th century many Cistercian authors made use of maternal 
imagery to speak not only of male authority figures but of God and of “Mother Jesus” as a symbol of 
tenderness and of supportive love. 

So, while Julian of Norwich did not invent the theme of the motherhood of God or Jesus, she 
applied this symbolism significantly to the nature and relationship of the Trinity.  It is important to 
understand that her theological considerations of God do not make claims that God is a particular 
gender or some kind of combination of the two.  Rather, God is God, one who while being the creator of 
all human properties exceeds all human properties while also blessing the human condition through the 
grace of God’s presence in human form through Jesus, through whom humanity is given salvation.   
Conversely, in human kind, being created in God’s image, principles of goodness are found in both 
fatherhood and motherhood, and God encompasses all goodness.   

In Julian’s words, “So Jesus Christ, who opposes good to evil, is our true mother.  We have our 
being from him, where the foundation of motherhood begins, with all the sweet protection of love which 
endlessly follows…Jesus is our true mother in nature by our first creation, and he is our true mother in 
grace by his taking of our created nature…the supreme wisdom of all things, arrayed and prepared 
himself in this humble place, all ready in our poor flesh, himself to do the service and the office of 
motherhood in everything.  The mother’s service is nearest, readiest and surest: We know that all our 
mothers bear us into this world, but our Mother Jesus alone bears us to joy and eternal life…The 
mother can give her child to suck of her milk, but our precious Mother Jesus can feed us with himself, 
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and does, most courteously and most tenderly, with the blessed sacrament…and so he is our mother, 
and he wants us to know it, for he wants to have all our love attached to him, every debt which we owe 
to fatherhood and motherhood is fulfilled in truly loving God, which blessed love Christ works in us” 
(The Sixtieth Showing). 

In European history of the seventeenth century, Christian England honored mothers every year 
in Sabbath festivals called “Mothering Sundays.”  And this practice continues in England to this day.  
English settlers brought the practice of honoring mothers with them when they colonized North 
America.   The idea of committing a formal day of secular celebration was first proposed in the United 
States in 1880 by Julia Ward Howe (1819-1910).  However it is Anna M. Jarvis (1864-1948) who is 
credited with originating our Mother's Day as a holiday.  Two years after her mother's death (1907) 
Anna Jarvis and her friends began a letter-writing campaign to gain the support of influential ministers, 
businessmen and congressmen in declaring a national Mother's Day holiday. The first Mother's Day 
observance was a church service honoring Mrs. Anna Reese Jarvis, held at Anna Jarvis's request in 
Grafton, West Virginia, and in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, on May 10, 1908.    

In May of 1913 the House of Representatives unanimously adopted a resolution requesting the 
President Woodrow Wilson, his Cabinet, members of Congress, and all officials of the federal 
government to wear a white carnation on Mother's Day. Congress passed another Joint Resolution 
May 8, 1914, designating the second Sunday in May as Mother's Day.   And so, President Woodrow 
Wilson issued the first proclamation making Mother's Day an official national holiday, a day during 
which the U.S. flag is to be displayed on government buildings and at people's homes "as a public 
expression of our love and reverence for the mothers of our country."  

And so, from our deep heritage as Christians and through the social history of our nation, we find 
that we have much to raise up on Mother’s Day when we remember our mothers on earth and the 
principles of motherhood that are particularly embodied in Christ’s unconditional and nurturing love for 
us.  All those who live in every age and nation are surely gathered as one brood under the unity of the 
Motherhood of God.   Therefore, let us all mother one another a little more today and every day, such 
that we might become the true children of God until such a time as we are each born into the awaiting 
arms of our first and final Mother, who has prepared for us all the warming household of our best and 
dearest home.   

Peace, Pastor Rachel 
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Jim and I just returned from a 
wonderful cruise on the 
Columbia River.  For those of 
you who have made the trip, 
you know it is filled with a 
witness to the great 
technology of the Columbia 
and Snake Rivers; we 
traveled through 8 locks, 
looking over at water spilling 
through the dams in torrents, 
along side fish ladders placed 
there to assist the salmon, 
swimming upstream to spawn.  
We viewed the majesty of the 
Snake River gorge, the 
deepest in the US, even 
deeper than the Grand 
Canyon.  We enjoyed grand 
vistas of the Columbia River 
Gorge; we visited towns along 
the way and learned about 
Lewis and Clark’s travels 
down our great river. We ate 
good food, heard some 
fantastic ragtime piano 
playing and enjoyed meeting 
new people from all over the 
country. On the trip, we were 
served by waitpersons, table 
servers, wine stewards, 
bartenders, maitre d’s, house 
keeping staff, able bodied 
seamen and women, cruise 
directors and assistants, the 
ship’s crew of mates and the 
captain.  We had 84 crew on 
board and 223 passengers.  
We soon learned if we asked 
for something, it would be 
given to us with great good 
cheer! 
 
One of our servers was a man 
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named Clarence.  He wasn’t a 
waitperson, but he assisted by 
delivering plates, keeping our 
glasses filled and getting special 
things we requested.  Our friend 
Bruce is a prodigious drinker of 
water.  Each meal meant he had to 
ask the waiter or Clarence to fill the 
glasses again and again.  He 
would sometimes drink four 
glasses of water at each meal!  On 
the second night I jokingly said to 
Clarence, “You might as well bring 
him a pitcher.  He’s a camel!”  The 
next day, we were surprised to see 
a pitcher of water at our table, and 
every meal after that, Clarence was 
extra careful to fill up that pitcher 
several times during dinner.  And, 
he did it with great charm and 
grace.  He smiled, he made 
comments about our dinners, and 
he made us feel so welcome.  
One day I asked Clarence about 
his work on the riverboat.  He told 
me he was leaving the boat after 
our cruise because he had a 
brother in Cleveland who is ill and 
the family takes turns caring for 
him.  We all commented about 
what a wonderful gift that was for 
his brother.  Two nights later he 
told us his brother had been injured 
while working for the VA hospital in 
Cleveland.  His head injury caused 
him to lose the mobility of his legs 
and one arm, and now he is in a 
wheel chair.  Clarence was not 
whining; he joyfully said there are 
10 brothers and sisters to take 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

turns caring for his brother, Terry.  
In fact, he praised the cruise lines 
because they have a job waiting 
for him when he gets back from 
his two months on duty caring for 
his brother. One day I asked 
Clarence if it was OK if I prayed 
for his brother; he said, OK and 
rushed off to something else.  I 
couldn’t tell if he was 
embarrassed or a non believer.  
The day we left the boat, I gave 
Clarence a note and a tip for his 
great service.  In that note, I told 
him I would be praying for his 
brother, and I would put him on 
the prayer list at our church.  I 
don’t know if he is a Christian, a 
Muslim, a Jew, or non-churched, 
but his behavior was an example 
of how we can step in to help.  
His family’s treatment of his 
brother’s illness was a testimony 
to me of how we are all called to 
aid and assist our families, our 
friends and our neighbors.  I don’t 
know where Clarence is, 
probably back in Cleveland, but 
I’ll be praying for him and his 
brother Terry.  What a surprise 
gift it was to have Clarence in my 
life during our cruise, a real 
reminder of how we can show 
God’s compassion for each other 
by caring in little and big ways. 
**************************************
Contributed by Virginia Wagner  
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From the Junior Warden : 

“Nothing new, thanks 
God! 

Jim Wagner, JW 

////////////////////////////////////////// 

From the Senior Warden :

A busy month has just 
passed.  The Vestry had 
its Annual Retreat.  The 
Diocesan Altar Guild 
came on a Saturday to 
do training and then we 
rearranged the pews. 
Carl Knirk of the Diocese 
preached and g ave a talk 
on Stewardship and 
Planned Giving.  The 
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Vestry looked at retreat 
sites on Whidbey Island.   
We had our monthly 
Vestry meeting.  
Fourteen of us made a 
speed trip to Seattle for 
lunch.  We had a farewell 
Dine Out to send our 
good friends Bishop 
Sandy and Mari off to 
The Diocese of Oregon.  
Several of us attended 
the Diocesan Ministry 
Resource Day at 
Highline CC and we co-
hosted the Youth Choir 
from St. Marks with the 
folks at St. Augustine in-
the-Woods.  Phew—and 
AMEN.  Bob T., SW 

Lunch is Served?? 
We have been asked to provide 
a lunch for the Habitat for 
Humanity Blitz Build.  The 
date we have been given  to 
provide lunch is May 29. 

We will provide enough food to 
feed approximately 15 hungry 
men.   

Please sign up to support this 
effort and let Wilma know what 
you will plan on bringing.  If you 
are able to provide food but not 
be at the event, you can contact 
Wilma and we will make 
arrangements for the food to 
get to the site. 

 

Call Wilma at 675-3911. 

 

Sign up sheet is on the 
bulletin board . 

Birthdays   
 

May   4  Marianne Tuttle 
May 16  Amanada Peterson (11) 
May 16  Mari Hampton 
May 23  Rebecca Wheeler 
May 26  Sara Tuttle 
 

Anniversaries 
 
May 1  Nigel & Rachel Taber-Hamilton 
May 4  Ken & Helen Bates  
 
  

 

 
 
May 4:  Ascension Day Celebrated 
May 8:  Vestry @ Margot’s  9-Noon 
May 11:  Pentecost 
May 11:  Mother’s Day  
May 18:  Trinity Sunday 
May 26:  Memorial Day  
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*Please bring non-perishable food for Help House on  the last Sunday of EACH 
month.  
 
A Dine Out is planned for May.  Date and place to b e determined.  An email will be 
sent as soon as Jean lets us know the details.  Sta y tuned. 
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P.O. Box 2754  
Oak Harbor, WA 98277  

PHONE: 
(360) 679 2023 

 
 

E-MAIL: 
chaplain@whidbey.com  

 
We’re on the Web! 

See us at: 

www.ststephenepiscopal.co
m 

Sunday Services 
9:00 AM 

11:00 AM  
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Sun Mon Tues Weds Thurs Fri Sat 
     1 2 3 
4 
Services 
 9 & 11 
 
 

5 6 7 8 
Vestry 
9-12 @ 
Margot’s 

9 10 
 
 

11 
Pentecost  
       & 
Mother’s  
Day 

12 12 14 
 
 
 

15 16 17 

18 
Services 
9 & 11 
 
 

19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 
Services 
9 & 11 
Food for 
Help 
House* 

26 
Memorial 
Day 

27 28 29 30 31 
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Beachcomber Bazaar is a community wide sale sponsored by Kiwanis of Oak Harbor.  We 
will use this opportunity to sell used items that are still in good condition for an outreach to 
Whidbey General Hospital North.  We will donate all proceeds from the sale to the 
Soroptomist effort to raise funds for a Digital Mammogram Machine for the WGH North 
building on Goldie Road.   Marie Akins has graciously agreed to be the coordinator for our 
participation in Shipwreck Days.  We will have a 10’x30” space.  You may store items for 
the sale at Barry Dunn’s barn.  Large items can be picked up.    
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June 21, 2008 at  

Windjammer Park 
(AKA City Beach) 

Set-Up:  7 am-9 am 
Sale:  9 am -3 pm 

Clean Up: 3 pm - ? 
 

Items needed: 
Household items, tools, collectables, toys, games, etc. 

Please--NO clothes . 
 

See the sign up sheet or call Marie at 675-6214. 
 

 
Start cleaning your closets and garages to support this worthy effort.  Save those pesky plastic 
grocery bags and tissue gift wrap to use on the day  of the sale. 
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Visit us on the WEB: 
 

www.ststephenepiscopal.com  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ST STEPHEN 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

P.O. Box 2754 
Oak Harbor, WA 98277  

 

 

 


