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St Stephen Episcopal- Oak Harbor, WA    360-279-071 5 

If you are goi ng 
on vacation we 
want to wish you 
safe travels.   
 
We do know that 
two of our 
families— Allen, 
Rachel, Kylie 
and Kira Grimes 
and Debbie, 
Amanda and 
Nathan 
Peterson —will 
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This Sunday, June 1 st, 
we will start the summer 
schedule.  We will have 
one Sunday morning 
service at 10:00 am .  We 
are hoping that this will 
give us all time to get 
acquainted with folks 
from “the other service” 
and will also give us 
time to enjoy the 
Whidbey (all to brief) 
summer season. 
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We are working on  a fun 
celebration for our last 
day of Sunday school 
until September.   
June 8 th is the day!!    
 
The children will take 
part in the 10:00 am 
service—including 
reading, singing, 
sermon and serving at 
the Eucharist. 
 
Following the service, 
we will host a “Sundae” 
Sunday Celebration.  We 
will serve  ice cream 
sundaes.  We hope you 

be leaving us by mid -
summer.  We will miss 
all of you.  Please keep 
in touch. 
 
 

 

have sign ed up to  bring 
the toppings (syrups, 
fruit, marshmallows, etc) . 
There’s a poster sign up. 
 
We are also working on a 
special celebration poster.  

 

   
 And… 
Sundae Sunday 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CELEBRATION  
JUNE 8, 2008… 
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 On June 12 every year, the Episcopal Calendar of Le sser Feasts and Fasts honors the first Native Ameri can 
ordained in the Episcopal Church.  Born of Ottawa p arents of the Rice Lake band of Ojibwas located nor th of Lake 
Ontario, he spent his childhood and much of his ear ly adulthood in Canada.  His people practiced the n ative 
religion of the Grand Medicine Lodge, which focused  on health and healing and a moral code of conduct given to 
the Ojibwa by the Creator.  Known by two names, one  for each of the social worlds of which he was a pa rt, his 
Ojibwa name was Enmegahbowh [En-mah-gah-bow], which  means “One-who-stands-before-his-people.”  His 
Christian name was John which means “One-to-whom-Go d-gives-grace.” 
 

When John Enmegahbowh was young and living near the  village of Peterborough, an Anglican clergyman, 
Rev. Armour, persuaded Enmegahbowh’s parents to all ow him to live in the clergyman’s home forty miles away in 
order to be educated with Armour’s own sons.  Later , Enmegahbowh attended a Methodist mission school a nd 
worked as an interpreter for the Methodist mission at Sault St. Marie, helping to establish a Methodis t mission near 
present day Hayward, Wisconsin in 1832.  In the fal l of 1837 he entered Ebenezer Manual Labor School in  Illinois.  
After graduating, he married an Ojibwa woman whose parents made them promise they would always live in  
Ojibwa territory, which included northern Minnesota .  While in Minnesota, he was ordained a deacon in the 
Methodist Church under the name John Johnson.  But he was soon expelled from the mission in 1849 when a white 
man insulted his wife (Charlotte).  One chronicler of the time writes, “Enmegahbowh knocked the scoundr el down 
and held him while his wife gave the worthless scou ndrel a sound threshing.” 

 
After his banishment, Enmegahbowh and his family jo ined a band of Ojibwa on Gull Lake, located near 

today’s town of Brainerd, some 150 miles north of S t. Paul.  From US Army Chaplain Ezekiel Gear station ed at Fort 
Snelling, Enmegahbowh learned about a mission and s chool at St. Paul, Minnesota run under the supervis ion of an 
Episcopal priest named Rev. James Lloyd Breck.  Aft er meeting Breck, Enmegahbowh sent an appeal to the  
Episcopal Missionary Bishop Jackson Kemper to estab lish an Episcopal mission at Gull Lake.  In his let ter to the 
Bishop, Enmegahbowh wrote, “Come you.  Come and teac h.  Everybody say, come you, come and teach…it would  
do a great deal of good at the present.”  Subsequent ly, Bishop Kemper instructed Breck to join Enmegahb owh at 
Gull Lake, where together they established St. John ’s-in-the-Wilderness which would become St. Columba ’s 
mission, the oldest surviving Indian Christian cong regation in Minnesota. 

 
In 1853 Bishop Kemper rode his grey horse the 150 m iles to Gull Lake where he confirmed Enmegahbowh 

and his family.  Assisted by missionaries from the Church of England working in Canada, Enmegahbowh he lped 
translate the prayer book and the New Testament int o Ojibwa.  In 1856, Enmeghabowh attended convention  as a 
deputy to help organize a new diocese, the diocese o f Minnesota.  On July 3, 1859, Bishop Kemper ordain ed him to 
the deaconate.   

 
The first Bishop of Minnesota was a dynamic man nam ed Henry Benjamin Whipple, who almost single-

handedly called the national church to a social con sciousness about Indian affairs and passionately ad vocated for 
changes in the Indian affairs policies established by the U.S. government.  The Federal Government rem oved 
47,000 members of the Sioux, Winnebago and Ojibwa t ribes after the Sioux uprising.  However, the Ojibw a escaped 
banishment from Minnesota, because of both Bishop W hipple’s intervention with the government and 
Enmeghabowh’s actions to protect the white settleme nt and garrison at Fort Ripley from attack.  

  
Two of Enmegahbowh’s children died in his effort to  warn the whites at Fort Ripley, and St. Columba’s 

mission was destroyed by Ojibwa who felt that Enmeg ahbowh had betrayed them.  To escape further retrib ution, 
the Christian Ojibwa community moved to Crow Wing, where Enmegahbowh established a mission that served  
both whites and Ojibwa.   In 1867 he was ordained t o the priesthood by Bishop Whipple in the Church of  the Good 
Shepherd at Faribault.  But the Ojibwa could no lon ger escape the policies of the U.S. government and were 
removed to a reservation at White Earth, Minnesota.   Enmegahbowh wrote, “To describe the feelings and sayings 
of my people would fill many sheets of paper.  My p eople have gone away broken hearted.  To leave the little 
graves of our dear children… it was a long time before I could get my wife away from the little graves.” 

 
Enmeghabowh went on to serve the White Earth commun ity for twenty years before retiring and died there  

on June 12, 1902.  On August 3, 2003 at the 73 rd General Convention held in Minneapolis, Minnesota the Rev. John 
Johnson Enmegahbowh was entered into the Calendar o f Lesser Feasts and Fasts for June 12 th, the date of his 
death. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Pastor’s Peace: Enmegahbowh  
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It is clear that the story of Christian history amo ng Native people is often tragic and frequently hor rific.  For 

Native people, Christian mission was the method by which entire tribes were divested of their cultural  identity, 
language and traditions.  Christianity carries with in it forms of paternalism and racism that are hist orically related 
to the conviction that there is only one right way to believe and only one right way to be Christian.  However, the 
greater truth of Christianity can be found in the e arliest Christian communities that were all compose d of diverse 
mix of peoples – of Greeks, Romans, Hebrews, Samara tins, Arabs, Egyptians and many others.  

  
In this challenging time of our Church history, lea dership in every part of the World Church must remi nd 

one another that Christianity does not belong to an y one group or nationality of people.  If we have l earned 
anything from the social and theological struggles of human relationship with God, it is this:  God ca lls us just as 
we are, as who we are and what we are.  Those who s eek unity through conformity risk rejecting the gre ater grace 
of God that is to be found in the blessing in the d iversity of Creation.  The Sacred Covenant into whi ch humanity is 
invited can only be realized through relationships b ased in mutual respect, love of God and of neighbor , and the 
mutual commitment to one another.  Both history and  Christ teach us this truth.  

Peace,                                                                                                                                                                         
 Rachel+ 
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Fellowship in Miller Hall—Second Sunday of Each Mont h during the summer !! 
(Ed note:  Miller Hall is in the big building acros s the parking lot from the chapel) 
 
Pastor Rachel’s presentation on Israel and Palestin e   
 
Two Nations, One Wall and a Thin Green Line  
 
Israel and Palestine are both peoples seeking recog nition and rights as nations.  Israel, the 
Jewish nation-state, is the only country in which J ews make up a majority of the citizens 
creating the first Jewish nation since the Roman de struction of Jerusalem.  During World War I 
the British had made two promises regarding territo ry in the Middle East. Britain promised the 
local Arabs, through Lawrence of Arabia, independen ce for a united Arab country covering 
most of the Arab Middle East, in exchange for their  supporting the British.  Additionally, Britain 
promised to create and foster a Jewish national hom e as laid out in the Balfour Declaration of 
1917. In June 1922 the League of Nations passed the  Palestine Mandate. The Palestine Mandate 
was an explicit document regarding Britain's respon sibilities and powers of administration in 
Palestine including "secur[ing] the establishment o f the Jewish national home", and 
"safeguarding the civil and religious rights of all  the inhabitants of Palestine".  From photos 
taken during a sabbatical in 2006, this power point  presentation will explore the history and 
current reality of the ongoing struggle between Isr ael and Palestine and the impact of Israel’s 
dividing wall on the people of Palestine.  The pres entation will conclude with a short film, The 
West Bank Story , a collaborative effort between young Israeli and Palestinian film makers to put 
a lighter spin on the challenged relationship betwe en their peoples.   
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Lunch was served!! 
We provided lunch for the 
Habitat for Humanity Blitz Build 
on May 23 rd. 

We put the lunch together 
(sandwiches, salad, 
watermelon, strawberries, 
oranges, pickles, etc for 12 
folks.  Unfortunately when we 
arrived only five folks were 
there.  They were grateful for all 
we had provided and leftovers 
were kept for the larger crew 
that wa s expected on “Saturday 
and Sunday. 

Thanks to all who donated 
toward this effort and thanks to 
the willing hands that prepared 
it:  Jim, Debbie, Wilma, Mimi, 
Rachel+ and Bob. 

 

Birthdays   
June   6 Jerry Fitzgerald  
June 14 Louise Wegg 
June 23 Fr Charlie Forbes 
June 24 Nathan Peterson 
June 27 Jim Wihlborg 
 

Anniversaries 
June   8 Anne Katherine & Sherry      
    Ascher (1990) 
June 11 Jason & Shannon Darish 
June 26 Dallas & Shirley Viall (1971) 
June 29 Jim & Barbara Wihlborg (1968)  
 

 
 

 
JUNE CALENDAR  

 
June 1 :  New Summer Schedule 
               Service Time 10:00 am 
June 7:  Habitat Dedication at  
     Northgate Terrace 1:00 pm 
June 8 :  Children’s Celebration 10 am 
     Sunday followed by Sundae  
     Sunday (Ice Cream Social) 
June 8:  4-6 pm; Miller Hall;  
               Two Nations; One Wall and a 
      Thin Green Line 
                Rachel + talks about her  
                sabbatical experiences. 
                Pizza and salad 
June 12 Vestry Meeting  
June 14 Christ in Nature,  
               St. Augustine in the Woods,                
               9:00 am – 4:00 pm 
June 16 Dine Out, 6:00 pm El Cazador 
June 21 Beachcombers Bazaar at  
               Windjammer Park 9am-3pm 
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*Please bring non-perishable food for Help House on  the last Sunday of EACH month.  
 
**A Dine Out is planned for June 16 th at El Cazador Mexican Restaurant, 6:00 pm.  Call Je an for 
reservations 675-8148. 
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P.O. Box 2754  
Oak Harbor, WA 98277  

PHONE: 
(360) 279-0715 

 
 

E-MAIL: 
chaplain@whidbey.com  

 
We’re on the Web! 

See us at: 

www.ststephenepiscopal.com  

Sunday Services 
10:00 AM 

 
 

Sun Mon Tues Weds Thurs Fri Sat 
  

J 

 
 

U 

 
 

N 

 
 

E 

  

1 
Service  
10:00 am 

2 3  4 5 6 7 
Habitat  
Dedication 
1:00 pm 
 

8 
Service 
 10:00 am 
Celebration  

& 
Program in  
Miller Hall 
4-6 pm 

9 10 11 12 
Vestry 
9-12  
 

13 14 
Christ in 
Nature 
St. Aug’s 
Freeland 
9:00-4:00 
 

15 
Service  
10:00 am   
       & 
Father’s 
Day 

16 
**Dine 
Out @ 
El 
Cazador  
6:00 pm  

17 18 
 

19 20 21 
Beach 
Combers  
Bazaar  
9-3 at 
Windjammer  

22 
Service 
10:00 am 
 
 

23 24 25 26 27 28 
 
 
 
 

29 
Service 
10:00 am 
Food for 
Help 
House* 

30      
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Beachcomber Bazaar is a community wide sale sponsored by Kiwanis of Oak Harbor.  We 
will use this opportunity to sell used items that are still in good condition for an outreach to 
Whidbey General Hospital North.  We will donate all proceeds from the sale to the 
Soroptomist effort to raise funds for a Digital Mammogram Machine for the WGH North 
building on Goldie Road.   Marie Akins has graciously agreed to be the coordinator for our 
participation in Shipwreck Days.  We will have a 10’x30” space.  You may store items for 
the sale at Barry Dunn’s barn.  Large items can be picked up.    
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June 21, 2008 at  

Windjammer Park 
(AKA City Beach) 

Set-Up:  7 am-9 am 
Sale:  9 am -3 pm 

Clean Up: 3 pm - ? 
 

Items needed : 
Household items, tools, collectables, toys, games, etc. 

Please--NO clothes . 
 

See the sign up sheet or call Marie at 675-6214. 
 

 
Please start cleaning your closets and garages to s upport this worthy effort.  Save those pesky 
plastic grocery bags and tissue gift wrap to use on  the day of the sale. 
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Visit us on the WEB: 
 

www.ststephenepiscopal.com  
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ST STEPHEN 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

P.O. Box 2754 
Oak Harbor, WA 98277  

 

 


